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SUMMARY: In 1829 Struve discovered a double star denoted as STF 2375 AB
later on. Its separation was 2 .′′ 2. It was noticed by Finsen from the Southern Ob-
servatory (Johannesburg) in 1953 that the components A and B are close binaries

with separations about 0 .′′ 15. The motion within this quadruple system - FIN 332
Aa and FIN 332 Bb - has been monitored from that time on. The data about the
motion of these close binaries are analysed by the present authors and the prelimi-
nary orbital elements are calculated for each of them. The dynamical parallax from
the obtained period and the semimajor axis for pair FIN 332 Bb agrees completely
with that obtained from the Hipparcos programme. In the case of FIN 332 Aa a
somewhat higher parallax, but within the error limits following from the errors of
the period and semimajor axis, is obtained and it agrees with the parallax for FIN
332 Bb. The dynamical masses for the components of both systems are as expected
for their spectral type A1V (all of them belong to the Main Sequence and here
one uses Angelov’s (1993) relation). According to our results, the motion of both
systems takes place approximately in the same plane, confirming thus some general
properties already noticed in the case of multiple stars.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In 1829 Struve detected a visual double star
which at that moment had a separation of 2 .′′ 3. The
total apparent magnitude is 5.72 and the spectrum
is A0. The first designation of this pair was STF
2375. In the ADS Catalogue it is referred to as ADS
11640. Observing from the Southern Observatory
(Johannesburg), Finsen in 1953 finds that the com-
ponents A and B are close binaries, in both cases the
separation was 0 .′′ 14.

Therefore, one has a quadruple system AaBb.
The subsystems are referred to as FIN 332 Aa and
FIN 332 Bb. From that time on, the motion of

the components for this small and interesting system
have been systematically observed, except in the in-
terval between 1964 and 1976. During 1968-1969 the
observations were performed by Finsen, only with
his eyepiece interferometer. Small variations in the
position angle, and more significant ones in the sep-
aration, seem to indicate high inclinations of the ap-
parent orbit for both subsystems. This system was
included in the Hipparcos Programme under desig-
nation HIP 92027 and, hence, its parallax is known:
0 .′′ 00460 ± 0 .′′ 00110.

The data are taken from Fourth Catalog
of Interferometric Measurements of Binary Stars
(Hartkopf et al. 2002).
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2. THE METHOD

For the purpose of calculating the orbital el-
ements, one used the method known as KOVOLE
(Olević and Cvetković 2003). This method was de-
veloped by Olević; it is based on Koval’skij’s method
which yields acceptable results for all possible cases
(of data) without requiring the approximate values
of P , T and e to be known, unlike the method used
at CHARA - Center for High Angular Resolution As-
tronomy (Hartkopf et al. 1989).

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Results

In Table 1, the basic data on the system con-
sidered, orbital elements, dynamical parallax and the
individual values of absolute magnitudes and masses
of the components are given. In the calculation of
the dynamical parallax, individual absolute magni-
tudes and the masses, we use Angelov’s (1993) rela-
tion since the system belongs to the Main Sequence.

Table 1. Orbital elements, absolute magnitudes,
masses and parallaxes.

Name FIN 332 Aa FIN 332 Bb
WDS 18455+0530 18455+0530
HIP 92027 92027
m 6.50-6.60 7.50-7.50
Sp. A1V+A1V A1V
P (yr) 58.35 93.92
T 1989.85 1972.23
a(′′) 0.176 0.163
e 0.12 0.24
i(o) 98.9 105.3
Ω(o) 132.9 140.3
ω(o) 61.1 278.6
M1(mag) 0.71 0.88
M2(mag) 0.81 0.88
M1(�) 2.4 2.3
M2(�) 2.4 2.3
π(′′) 0.0069 0.0047
πHIP (′′) 0.00460 0.00460

Table 2 gives all available measurements and
residuals used in the calculations. The asterisk in-
dicates those observations where the quadrant is
changed (rotation by 180◦) in the orbit calculation,
in the parentheses one gives the ephemeride values
of the coordinates according to the calculated orbital
elements.

Finally, Table 3 gives the ephemerides for the
interval 2004-2009.

Figs. 1 and 2 give the apparent orbits of sub-
systems FIN 332 Aa and FIN 332 Bb.
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Fig. 1. Orbit of FIN 332 Aa.
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Fig. 2. Orbit of FIN 332 Bb.

3.2 Discussion

There are several difficulties in the measure-
ments of this system. The pairs are close, and the
components are relatively bright. The entire quadru-
ple system appears in the view field of the instrument
during observations. The position angles and the
separations in the observation interval covered up to
now are similar for both subsystems. This can affect
the accuracy of the measurements and the errors in
the determining of the position-angle quadrant, i.e.
cause accidental erroneous assigning of the data to
either subsystem, etc.

These problems were indicated by the ob-
servers in Note in the Fourth Catalog of Interfero-
metric Measurements of Binary Stars, as well as by
Mason and Hartkopf (2002). There are (and there
will be) gaps in the observations due to the impossi-
bility of observing so small separations of the compo-
nents during their motion, also shown in our analysis.
For example, according to the ephemerides, the com-
ponents of FIN 332 Aa in the period 1964-1969 had
apparently a separation less than 0 .′′ 05. For FIN 332
Bb such a case took place in the period 1964-1973.

The present authors have corrected the spec-
ulated errors in the quadrants on the basis of their
analysis of the observations. The individual masses
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Table 2. Observations and residuals.
WDS 18455+0530 = FIN 332 Aa

t θ◦ ρ′′ n Obs. ∆θ◦ ∆ρ′′

1953.73 * 136.5 .153 5 Fin 7.6 −.019
1954.68 * 122.7 .158 4 Fin −5. −.007
1955.72 * 129.8 .144 3 Fin 3.1 −.013
1957.76 * 134.7 .144 1 Fin 10.7 .008
1959.72 * 122.9 .131 3 Fin 2.6 .020
1960.72 * 118.9 .137 1 Fin 1.3 .039
1961.73 * 117.8 .112 3 Fin 3.8 .029
1962.72 * 129.2 .114 5 Fin 20.1 .045
1963.728 * : 133.0 : .106 4 Fin 31.5 .051
1964.726 − < .108 1 Fin (269.0 .066)
1966.758 − < .107 1 Fin (214.4 .077)
1968.791 − < .119 1 Fin (169.1 .071)
1976.2992 138.1 .143 1 McA −1.2 .000
1976.3702 138.5 .149 1 McA −.7 .005
1976.3728 140.5 .164 1 McA 1.3 .020
1977.3340 136.9 .158 1 McA −1.0 .007
1977.4815 136.4 .162 1 McA −1.4 .010
1977.4870 136.2 .164 1 McA −1.6 .011
1977.6400 135.9 .175 1 McA −1.7 .021
1978.5410 136.2 .170 1 McA −.3 .011
1978.6147 136.6 .170 1 McA .2 .011
1979.3601 134.0 .170 1 McA −1.6 .008
1979.5321 133.2 .151 1 McA −2.2 −.012
1979.7725 132.5 .166 1 McA −2.6 .003
1980.4769 131.4 .173 1 McA −2.9 .008
1980.4794 134.7 .169 1 McA .3 .004
1980.7173 131.0 .159 1 McA −3.1 −.006
1980.7199 131.8 .169 1 McA −2.3 .004
1981.356 133.2 .186 1 Tok −.2 .022
1982.5248 135.2 .160 1 McA 3.0 −.002
1983.4203 132.3 .157 1 McA 1.1 −.001
1984.3760 132.4 .147 1 Hrt 2.4 −.004
1985.4816 130.7 .139 1 McA 2.2 −.002
1985.5231 130.3 .142 1 McA 1.8 .002
1995.6008 126.1 .136 1 Hrt −2.2 −.004
1985.8424 129.2 .117 1 McA 1.2 −.020
1987.7618 129.2 .117 1 McA 4.8 .005
1988.6655 125.1 .107 1 McA 3.1 .009
1990.2734 125.6 .087 1 Hrt 10.2 .017
1996.6930 * 153.0 .071 1 Hrt 0.6 .003
1997.3945 326.0 .082 1 Bag −2.7 .002
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Table 2. (continued)

WDS 18455+0530 = FIN 332 Bb
t θ◦ ρ′′ n Obs. ∆θ◦ ∆ρ′′

1953.73 * 135.3 .148 5 Fin −5.0 −.012
1954.48 * 137.6 .144 4 Fin −1.9 −.014
1955.72 * 134.9 .141 3 Fin −3.3 −.012
1957.76 * 128.3 .147 1 Fin −7.5 .004
1959.72 * 132.3 .124 3 Fin −0.7 −.006
1960.72 * 130.9 .139 1 Fin −0.5 .016
1961.73 * 131.0 .126 3 Fin 1.4 .012
1962.72 * 140.8 .123 5 Fin 13.4 .018
1963.728 * : 143.6 : .113 4 Fin 18.8 .017
1964.726 . < .117 1 Fin (301.6 .086)
1966.758 . < .109 1 Fin (291.9 .064)
1968.791 . < .123 1 Fin (272.6 .043)
1976.4549 156.9 .075 1 McA −3.6 −.003
1977.4815 154.6 .104 1 McA −2.0 .015
1977.4870 154.6 .104 1 McA −2.0 .015
1978.6147 153.8 .108 1 McA 0.5 .008
1979.3601 150.5 .119 1 McA −1.0 .012
1980.4769 150.2 .124 1 McA 1.1 .008
1981.356 141.5 .111 1 Tok −6.0 −.012
1981.4681 147.2 .114 1 McA −0.1 −.010
1981.6975 145.0 .120 1 McA −1.9 −.005
1984.783 155.9 .127 1 Tok 13.4 −.015
1985.4816 141.3 .140 1 McA −0.3 −.005
1985.5231 140.4 .139 1 McA −1.1 −.006
1985.744 138.3 .137 1 Tok −3.0 −.009
1985.8424 140.4 .140 1 McA −0.7 −.006
1987.7618 137.8 .146 1 McA −1.1 −.005
1988.6655 137.8 .146 1 McA −0.0 −.006
1990.2734 135.9 .151 1 Hrt −0.2 −.002
1991.25 * 308.0 .16 1 Hip −7.0 .007
1992.3105 134.5 .153 1 Hrt 0.7 .002
1995.6061 131.8 .141 1 Hrt 2.0 −.002
1996.3215 130.7 .141 1 Hrt 1.8 .000
1996.3270 130.1 .142 1 Hrt 1.2 .001
1996.7012 127.1 .139 1 Hrt −1.3 −.001
1997.3945 129.7 .137 1 Bag 2.2 .000
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Table 3. Ephemerides.

FIN 332 Aa FIN 332 Bb
t θ◦ ρ′′ θ◦ ρ′′

2004.0 315.8 .168 115.5 .103
2005.0 314.8 .175 112.9 .097
2006.0 313.9 .180 110.0 .092
2007.0 313.0 .183 106.6 .086
2008.0 312.2 .184 102.9 .080

for FIN 332 Aa obtained here are 2.4� and 2.4� as
expected in view of the spectral types A1V+A1V.
For FIN 332 Bb the component masses are 2.3� and
2.3�, also according to the expectation in view of
their spectral type - A1V.

The dynamical parallax obtained for FIN 332
Bb agrees fully with that given by the Hipparcos Mis-
sion. A somewhat worse agreement in the dynami-
cal parallax for FIN 332 Aa can be explained by a
higher heterogeneity of the data causing the orbital
elements to be obtained less accurately.

The main conclusion derivable, at this mo-
ment from the present results, is that the orbital
planes of both subsystems almost coincide and that
the direction of the motion is the same. All the four
components have approximately the same spectral
type. Hence, this quadruple system is very inter-
esting and deserves permanent observation because

it can be of importance in the study of formation,
dynamics and evolution of stellar systems.

The change of the position angle in the system
FIN 332 Aa - FIN 332 Bb in the period 1829-1977 of
12 degrees makes impossible at present even a crude
estimate of the orbital elements.
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Prethodno saopxteǌe

Struve je 1829. godine otkrio dvojni
sistem koji je dobio oznaku STF 2375 AB, qija
je separacija bila 2 .′′ 2. Finzen zapa�a, 1953.
godine sa ju�ne opservatorije (Johanesburg),
da su komponente A i B tesni dvojni sistemi
sa separacijama oko 0 .′′ 15. Od tada se prati
kretaǌe tog kvadrupolnog sistema: FIN 332
Aa i FIN 332 Bb. Autori su analizirali po-
datke o kretaǌu ovih tesnih dvojnih sistema i
izraqunali preliminarne putaǌske elemente
za svaki od ǌih. Dinamiqka paralaksa iz
izraqunate periode i velike poluose za par
FIN 332 Bb je u potpunoj saglasnosti sa onom

koja je dobijena iz Hipparcos programa. Za par
FIN 332 Aa dobijena je nexto ve�a paralaksa
koja je u okviru granica grexaka koje slede
iz grexaka za period i veliku poluosu i u
saglasnosti je sa paralaksom za FIN 332 Bb.
Dinamiqke mase komponenata oba sistema su
oqekivane za ǌihov spektralni tip A1V (sve
pripadaju glavnom nizu pa je korix�ena for-
mula Angelova (1993)). Prema naxim rezulta-
tima oba sistema se kre�u u pribli�no istoj
ravni xto potvr�uje neke opxte karakteris-
tike koje su ranije zapa�ene kod vixestrukih
sistema.
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