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SUMMARY: The life and scientific, professional and other activities of professor
Božidar Popović are presented, followed by Bibliography of his works.

Professor Božidar Popović was born in Klino-
vac, Bujanovac district (South Serbia) on October
16, 1913.

He was left parentless since his earliest days.
His mother Stana died when he was only seven mo-
nths, his father Jovan was killed at the Salonika front
when Božidar was only three years. It was with his
grandmother, grandfather and stepmother that he
grew up in the village where he finished his primary
school in 1923. His secondary education began at
Vranje Gymnasium and was completed in Skoplje in
1931. He studied Mathematics (subject order: A -
Theoretical Mechanics; B - Rational Mechanics and
Celestial Mechanics; C - Astronomy) at the Faculty
of Philosophy of Belgrade University, receiving his
degree in 1935.

He started his teaching activity in March 1936
as a professor at a Belgrade Gymnasium, continu-
ing it at the Gymnasium in Kragujevac. During the
World War II he worked as a professor at the 3rd
Gymnasium in Belgrade.

From February 1945 to February 1948 he wor-
ked in JNA (Yugoslav People’s Army). Thereafter he
joined the Belgrade Astronomical Observatory as an
assistant, subsequently a research fellow. Most of
the time until 1954, when he left the Observatory,
he occupied the post of the Observatory’s secretary,
then as its deputy director, acting on behalf of the
director, academician Milutin Milanković.

Professor Popović resumed his professorship
at the Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry at the
Sarajevo University, staying there up to 1963. He
defended his doctoral dissertation ”Vector methods
of correcting the minor planets orbits” in autumn of
1957 at the Faculty of Sciences of the Zagreb Univer-
sity. In October 1957 he became full professor at Fac-
ulty of Forestry in Sarajevo University. From 1963
to 1976 he was invited full professor at the Faculty
of Engineering at the Nǐs University. He terminated
his active service as a full professor at the Faculty of
Transportation in Belgrade in March 1979 when he
retired.

Professor Popović’s scientific work commen-
ced by dealing with the mathematical problems. On
joining the Belgrade Observatory he went over to
the problems of theoretical astronomy and celestial
mechanics. Thereto belong the problems connected
with the planetary motion, determination of the mi-
nor planets orbits, gravitation and double stars.

He wrote also about Milutin Milanković’s con-
tribution to the celestial mechanics as well as about
his teaching work. A number of Popović’s writings
deal with the problems of teaching astronomy in sec-
ondary schools and at the university level. To this
category belong mimeographed notes and textbooks
comprehending the teaching courses he held. One
of his working engagements during his stay at the
Belgrade Observatory consisted in editing its publi-
cations.
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In addition to his basic activity pertaining to
studying of, and writing about, the scientific prob-
lems, his public work should be pointed out too.
He was member of Astronomical Society ”Rudjer
Bošković” from its beginning 1934. In 1973 he was
president of the Society. He was member of Editorial
Board of periodical ”Vasiona” from 1970 to 1977 and
member of Editing Council from 1982 to 1991.

While still a first-year student he joined the
Esperanto Movement. He was president of Student’s
Esperanto Club, president of Belgrade Esperanto So-

ciety, Union of Esperantists of Serbia, Union of Es-
perantists of Yugoslavia, member of committee Wo-
rld Esperanto Union (Universala Esperanta – Aso-
cio), general secretary and president of International
Academy of Scientists Esperantists (ISAE), editor
in chief of the scientific revue ”Scienca revuo” and
member of International Academy of Sciences (AIS)
in San Marino.

He was an ardent anti-alcoholist and conduc-
ted an intense campaign for the teetotalism.

He died in Belgrade on March 6th, 1993.∗
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∗For the 75th anniversary of his birth he prepared 8 complete sets of offprints of his scientific, professional, popular,
pedagogical and other papers, each one of the sets headed by a list of papers contained in it. One of these sets of offprints was
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People’s Observatory at Kalemegdan, Homeland Library in his native Klinovac, his widow Radmila etc.
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21. Popović, B.: 1956, Mala planeta 1952 EA i pouzdanost izračunavanja elemenata planetske putanje,
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25. Popović, B.: 1956, Interpolaj formuloj kaj tabeloj por rapidkoordinatoj de Suno kaj de kvin eksteraj
planetoj, Bull. Observat. astronom., 21, 17-25.
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34. Popović, B.: 1958, Odredjivanje vektorskih elemenata putanja malih planeta, (Esperanto-resumo:

Eltrovado de vektoraj elementoj de planedetorbitoj), Rad Nauč. Druš. Bosne Hercegovine, 11, 99-
150.
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51. Popović, B.: 1962, Svodjenje na kvadrature poremećaja I reda u vektorima položaja planeta, (Espe-
ranto-resumo: Redukto al kvadraturoj de la perturboj de la unua ordo en planedaj pozicivektoroj),
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lema?, Publ. Astronom, Opservat., 20, 145-158, (Zbor. rad. Nac. Konfer. astronom. Jugoslavije),
Beograd.
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102. Popović, B.: 1977, Teorio de orbitoj de planedetoj kaj kometoj, kun la ekiraj vektoraj pozicio kaj
rapido kiel la orbitelementoj, Scienca revuo, 28, 4, 157-196.
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106. Popović, B.: 1979, Serioj por la Lagrange-koeficientoj en la perturbata moviĝo, Publ. Astronom.
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5. Popović, B.: 1960, Vǐsa matematika za studente šumarstva. 277 p. 16,5 × 24 cm. – Universitato de

Sarajevo.
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